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[bookmark: _t7332l7h7m18]Getting Ready for Bees
[bookmark: _8duk0n4vlinj]Teacher’s Guide
[bookmark: _dsi55g4p81m8]Objectives
· This unit will be best suited before the beekeeping season has started and participants are still waiting for their bees to arrive or are looking to make preparations for catching swarms. 
· Introduce / Review Honey Bee Colony lifecycle
· Review the Pros and Cons of obtaining bees through purchase and catching swarms

[bookmark: _sit3a7aywf8q]Lesson Preparation & Walkthrough (15 minutes)
1. Review Presentation Walkthrough - https://youtu.be/97U1UL1c1lI
2. The ‘Getting Ready for Bees’ lesson will require the Teacher and Beekeeper to understand the importance of hive placement within a Bee Yard, including spacing, amount of hives the land is able to accommodate and orientation. 
3. Review and understand the local regulations, if any, pertaining to keeping bees in your area.

[bookmark: _ubec1xuoimmi]Classroom Instruction (15 minutes)
· Honey Bee Life Cycle
· What is a Swarm?
· Pros vs Cons of purchasing bees
· Known source - genetics
· [image: ]High price
· Security in knowing you will have bees
· Pros vs Cons of catching a swarm
· Free bees
· Uncertain on if/when you will get a swarm call
· Uncertain on bee genetics / origin
· Uncertain on where you will have to retrieve them from
· How to promote/ advertise for getting a swarm of bees
· Craigslist
· Police / Fire Departments
· Clubs
· Flyers

[bookmark: _7u7ut5wvavz8]Kahoots Review Quiz (5 minutes)
https://create.kahoot.it/details/30de42a1-b3dc-4b19-81c7-23b002ede4c3

[bookmark: _qmu9p5xlimts]Apiary Activity (30-40 minutes)
1. Hive Placement & Orientation: Take the students out into the Bee Yard and talk about why the hives are placed where they are in the yard. 
a. Review orientation of hives in relation to the sun. 
b. How will the seasons and the amount of sun exposure vary throughout the year? 
c. What barriers exist to protect the bee yard and others passing through the area?

2. Local Regulations: Beekeeping is all about education and therefore it should be reinforced that neighbors should be notified before bringing bees into a new property. Review with the students the current regulations for your area and ensure your Bee Yard is in compliance with them. 

3. How to light a Smoker: Before students start to put on their protective equipment they should be introduced to the proper way to light a smoker. There are a variety of methods to light and maintain a smoker but the end result should be a voluminous, cool temperature of smoke. You do not want a smoke which is hot to the touch as this will further irritate the bees during inspections. I find this be a very good overview of how to properly light a smoker - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKmIoSBf9K8

4. Introduce and review the parts of the hive(s) which your program is using. Before getting the students into their protective suits and gear it is a good idea to start by reviewing the parts of the hive your program is using. Take an unused hive and break it down so that students may understand the basic components of the hive along with their purpose. Pass around these pieces so students may get a feel for their weight and how to handle them. (This may be used as a review from a previous session if students feel they need more instruction on the topic).
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